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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, XO, FR 
SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA 

REF: STATE 123690 

1. WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY GOVERN- 
MENT OF FRANCE CONCERNING USG PLANS FOR DIEGO GARCIA. 

2. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH US AND WITH USG REPS 
FROM WASHINGTON, FRENCH FONOFF AND MOD SOURCES HAVE 
UNDERLINED THEIR UNANIMOUS CONCERN OVER GROWING SOVIET 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN INDIAN OCEAN AND IMPLICATIONS THIS 
DEVELOPMENT MAY HAVE FOR STABILITY OF THAT AREA, AS WELL 
AS FOR OTHER WESTERN INTERESTS THERE. AGAINST THIS 
BACKGROUND, OUR GOF SOURCES HAVE WELCOMED U.S. PLANS 
CONCERNING DIEGO GARCIA. THESE INFORMAL GOF VIEWS 
SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE ALLUDED TO IN OPEN TESTIMONY. 
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